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OCR invites Developers to ask
questions about HIPAA

* OCR has launched a platform for mobile
health developers; purpose is to understand
concerns of developers new to health care
industry and HIPAA standards

— Users can submit questions, comment on other
submissions, vote on relevancy of topic.

— Will consider comments as we develop our
priorities for additional guidance and technical
assistance

* http://hipaaQsportal.hhs.gov



http://hipaaqsportal.hhs.gov/
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Popular Questions
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Popular Questions

Are we a covered ...

by Community Member

How can we determine if we're
a covered entity? The resources to make
that determination are expensive —i.e. law
firms

5 votes 1 comments

Teaching Hospital...

by Community Member

lwork for a University medical
school that employs physicians as faculty
and who teach atthe hospital. | would like
to know more about how fart...

2 votes 0 comments

Popular Questions

Can HIPAA address...

by Community Member

Developers need better
guidance around patient generated health
data, since HIPAA focusses on one-way
data sharing from a provider/fother covered
en...

4\."OtE,‘S 1 comments

Help with busines...

by Community Member

There is a lack of transparency
around the content of Business Associate
Agreements (BAAs), a lack of sample BAA
language around the topics develop...

3 votes 0 comments

New Questions

Are we a covered ...

by Community Member

How can we determine if we're
a covered entity? The resources to make
that determination are expensive —i.e. law
firms

5 votes 1 comments

Cloud computing

by Community Member

Developers need better
guidance around cloud storage/computing
and the Security Rule. Client-server
architecture is no longer relevant in many
cas...

2 votes 0 comments

What part of the ...

by Community Member

Does the entire environment
need to be HIFAA compliant, oris it
possible that the solution could fall into an
exception to HIPAA, or can they use .

3 votes 0 comments

What part of the ...

by Community Member

Does the entire environment
need to be HIPAA compliant, oris it
possible that the solution could fall into an
exception to HIPAA, or can they use .

3 votes 0 comments



Developers question, OCR answers
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From OCR: Cnly health plans, health care clearinghouses and most health care providers are covered entities under HIPAA.
You can learn more about what types of organizations fitinto these categories
hitp:fwew.hhs goviocr/privacy/hipaa/understanding/coveredentities/index. html.

You can follow the steps of this chart

https:/iwww.cms.gov/Regulations -and-Guidance/HIPAA-Administrative-Simplification/HIPAAGenInfol/AreYouaCoveredEn
tity.html

to figure out your own status

However, even if you are not a covered entity, you may be a business associate required to comply with certain provisions of
the HIPAA Rules. In general, a business associate is a person [or entity] who creates, receives, maintains or transmits
protected health information (PHI) on behalf of a covered entity or another business associate. PHIis defined in the HIPAA
regulations, and, in general, is identifiable health information. So, most vendors or contractors (including subcontractors) that
provide services to or perform functions for covered entities that involve access to PHI are business associates. For example, a
company that is given access to PHI by a covered entity to provide and manage a personal health record or patient portal
offered by the covered entity to its patients or enrollees is a business associate.
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Helpful Direct Links to Resources

HIT & Privacy Protections
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What’s to Come

* Final NICS Rule: The rule is now at OMB.
* Access Guidance and FAQs
* More guidance, including cloud computing



Questions?

http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/



http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/
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