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Key HHS priority:  Open Government



The Community Health Data Initiative (CHDI)

• Vision:   to help improve health by creating a growing “ecosystem” 
of community health data supply and use modeled on whatof community health data supply and use – modeled on what 
NOAA has done with weather data



On March 11, we laid out an aggressive vision 
for the Community Health Data Initiativefor the Community Health Data Initiative



What happened next:  publication of a CHDI 
data website + an explosion of innovationdata website + an explosion of innovation



90 days later:  a stunning array of apps, built by a 
wide array of innovators showcased on June 2wide array of innovators, showcased on June 2 
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Also launched on June 2:  the Health 2.0 Developer 
Challenge at www Health2Challenge orgChallenge at www.Health2Challenge.org

12 h ll i d d b diff• 12 challenges issued to date by different 
organizations (govt, private, foundation)

• Attracting 400+ developers and 95 teams• Attracting 400+ developers and 95 teams 
as registered competitors



On October 7, sponsors of the first six challenges 
announced winning applications at Health 2 0announced winning applications at Health 2.0



In addition, health “code‐a‐thons” held in Silicon 
Valley to stimulate developer interest in workingValley to stimulate developer interest in working 
with health data



Also on October 7:  “Blue Button” formally 
launched by VA and HHS

To date, 120,000 people have downloaded their data



Fueling the emerging “health data ecosystem” –
with ever more data, made ever more accessiblewith ever more data, made ever more accessible

Additional HHS Data Commitments

1 New HHS Health Indicators Warehouse, announced 
6/2010 and launching 1/2011 – and to be made available 
via both a website and an “API”

2 Provider COMPARE APIs (data.medicare.gov), National 
Library of Medicine API portal:  launched 9/2010

3 Insurance product data from HealthCare.gov:  coming soon  

4 Continuously expanding inventory of HHS data put online, for 
free public download/access  (as per HHS Open Government 
Plan, hhs.gov/open)

17
5 HEALTHDATA.GOV, new data and community “one-stop 

resource” -- coming 1/2011



And continuing to work to get more and more 
innovators involved in the ecosystem

• Annual Open Health Data meeting (June 2011) to be• Annual Open Health Data meeting (June 2011), to be
convened with the Institute of Medicine

• Health 2.0 Developer Challenge continues – next round of 
challenges to be announced in December and more “code-a-
thons” planned for 1Q and 2Q 2011p

• Upcoming HHS Health Data Journalism workshop

• Continuous work to market our data to innovators who can 
turn it into applications that help consumers, providers, 

l i l d k b d i iemployers, community leaders, etc. make better decisions



The goal:  a “self‐propelled” ecosystem of health 
data supply and use that creates escalating benefitdata supply and use that creates escalating benefit 
– this is already beginning to happen

Example:  expanding use of apps developed thus far
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data supply and use that creates escalating benefitdata supply and use that creates escalating benefit 
– this is already beginning to happen

Example:  more new app/feature development work from a 
growing array of innovators



The goal:  a “self‐propelled” ecosystem of health 
data supply and use that creates escalating benefitdata supply and use that creates escalating benefit 
– this is already beginning to happen

Example:  private sector organizations beginning to contribute 
free and open data to the ecosystem


