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Vital Records Data in theVital Records Data in the
Wisconsin Immunization Wisconsin Immunization 

Registry (WIR) Registry (WIR) 
•• Download of Birth and Death data from Download of Birth and Death data from 

1995 forward1995 forward
•• Opt Out SystemOpt Out System
•• Ongoing Meetings between WIR and Ongoing Meetings between WIR and 

Vital Records staffsVital Records staffs



Statistics as of April 2003Statistics as of April 2003
•• 2.5 Million Client Records2.5 Million Client Records

•• 17.3 Million Immunizations17.3 Million Immunizations

•• 5,000 Inventory/Historical 5,000 Inventory/Historical 
Immunizations/dayImmunizations/day

•• 500 Providers at 1,500 sites500 Providers at 1,500 sites

•• 7,237 users7,237 users

•• 1,000 users accessing WIR at any given 1,000 users accessing WIR at any given 
time throughout the daytime throughout the day

•• 1 500 Schools using the registry1 500 Schools using the registry



Children on WIRChildren on WIR
Birth Year # of Clients # of clients w/Imms # of Immunizations % with Immunizations Average # of Imms

1990 70,142 70,055 715,921 100% 10
1991 64,532 64,453 745,267 100% 12
1992 59,231 59,140 733,141 100% 12
1993 58,194 58,113 707,666 100% 12
1994 58,578 58,469 696,442 100% 12
1995 77,864 57,928 694,655 74% 12
1996 77,395 59,200 755,903 76% 13
1997 76,154 58,507 796,313 77% 14
1998 76,007 56,870 750,251 75% 13
1999 76,383 58,268 770,405 76% 13
2000 73,585 59,783 829,056 81% 14
2001 70,213 56,612 750,625 81% 13
2002 69,625 45,807 420,861 66% 9
2003 17,313 4,723 14,336 27% 3



Medicaid Patients on WIRMedicaid Patients on WIR
Birth Year # of Clients # of clients w/Imms # of Immunizations % with Immunizations Average # of Imms

1990 10,800 10,797 110,160 100% 10
1991 10,618 10,613 117,255 100% 11
1992 11,584 11,578 129,322 100% 11
1993 15,411 15,407 176,363 100% 11
1994 18,035 18,029 214,717 100% 12
1995 17,398 17,383 211,352 100% 12
1996 15,832 15,822 209,253 100% 13
1997 12,282 12,266 174,427 100% 14
1998 10,964 10,945 151,251 100% 14
1999 11,940 11,908 164,818 100% 14
2000 13,266 13,227 188,813 100% 14
2001 12,730 12,689 170,959 100% 13
2002 8,764 8,708 83,170 99% 10
2003 903 831 3,073 92% 4



WIR Interface Solutions

• Flat ASCII text files

• Health Level 7 (HL7)

Interface Options
• Single direction from provider

• Single direction to provider

• Bi-directional to any authorized 

entity



Medicaid and Public Health Medicaid and Public Health 
CollaborationCollaboration

•• Historically both the State Public Historically both the State Public 
Health Office and the Medicaid agency Health Office and the Medicaid agency 
were within the same Division, within were within the same Division, within 
the same Department (Wisconsin the same Department (Wisconsin 
Department of Health and Family Department of Health and Family 
Services)Services)

•• In 2000, the two agencies split into two In 2000, the two agencies split into two 
divisions, but stayed within the divisions, but stayed within the 
DepartmentDepartment



Medicaid and Public Health Medicaid and Public Health 
CollaborationCollaboration

State Public Health and Medicaid State Public Health and Medicaid 
AgenciesAgencies

•• Joint overall responsibility for system Joint overall responsibility for system 
design and operationdesign and operation

•• Joint responsibility for fiscal oversight Joint responsibility for fiscal oversight 
for all aspects of the WIRfor all aspects of the WIR

•• Joint responsibility for oversight of all Joint responsibility for oversight of all 
future service level agreementsfuture service level agreements
between vendor and the Departmentbetween vendor and the Department



Medicaid Data to WIRMedicaid Data to WIR

•• Regular downloads of Medicaid Billing Regular downloads of Medicaid Billing 
Data into the WIRData into the WIR

•• Medicaid Managed Care Organization Medicaid Managed Care Organization 
collaborationcollaboration

•• Regular data entry by participating health Regular data entry by participating health 
care providerscare providers



Client Demographic Data Screen



Government PerformanceGovernment Performance
and Results Act (GPRA)and Results Act (GPRA)

•• Enacted in 1993Enacted in 1993
•• Provide accountability for programs by all Provide accountability for programs by all 

parts of the federal governmentparts of the federal government
•• Programs are to define performance Programs are to define performance 

objectives, undertake improvement objectives, undertake improvement 
activities, demonstrate improvementactivities, demonstrate improvement



Wisconsin GPRAWisconsin GPRA

•• Division of Health Care Financing with Division of Health Care Financing with 
assistance from the Immunization assistance from the Immunization 
ProgramProgram

•• MeasurementMeasurement
-- The rate of twoThe rate of two--year old Medicaid year old Medicaid 
enrollees     enrollees     who have been fully who have been fully 
immunized.immunized.
-- 4:3:1:3:34:3:1:3:3

•• WIR serves as primary data source.WIR serves as primary data source.



Other Medicaid/WIR Other Medicaid/WIR 
InitiativesInitiatives

•• WIR immunization coverage data to target WIR immunization coverage data to target 
outreach to high risk areasoutreach to high risk areas

•• Target Performance Improvement Target Performance Improvement 
MeasureMeasure
-- Used to monitor performance of Used to monitor performance of 

managed managed care organizationscare organizations



Future EnhancementsFuture Enhancements
•• WIR has a hyperlink to electronic VAERS WIR has a hyperlink to electronic VAERS 

reporting, CDC has requested that we add reporting, CDC has requested that we add 
enhanced VAERS reporting to WIRenhanced VAERS reporting to WIR

•• Development of real time interface with Development of real time interface with 
EMR Systems EMR Systems 

•• GIS mapping for pockets of need GIS mapping for pockets of need 
assessmentassessment

•• Automatic ordering of state supplied Automatic ordering of state supplied 
vaccines based on inventory threshold vaccines based on inventory threshold 
levelslevels

•• Provide parents access to their childProvide parents access to their child’’s s 
immunization records through the Internetimmunization records through the Internet

•• Electronic signature for paperless systemElectronic signature for paperless system



Entities using the WIR

• Minnesota Department of Health
• North Carolina Department of Health
• US Virgin Islands
• Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center
• Georgia Department of Health
• Maine
• Massachusetts



Immunization Program Director  
Daniel J. Hopfensperger

Phone:   (608) 266-1399
E-mail: hopfedj@dhfs.state.wi.us

WIR Project Manager 
Thomas R. Maerz
Phone: (608) 261-6755

E-mail:  maerztr@dhfs.state.wi.us


