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Big Picture: The Federal Health IT Strategic Plan &  
the Interoperability Vision for the Future 

Federal Health IT Strategic Plan 
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Goal 4 
Objective A: 

Implement the Shared Nationwide 
Interoperability Roadmap 



Interoperability Defined 

 IEEE as basis: 
 The ability of a system to exchange electronic health 

information with and use electronic health information from 
other systems without special effort on the part of the user. 
 
 
 

 Less Jargon-y: 
 All individuals, their families and health care providers should 

be able to send, receive, find and use electronic health 
information in a manner that is appropriate, secure, timely and 
reliable to support the health and wellness of individuals 
through informed, shared decision-making. 
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Vehicles for Stakeholder Feedback 
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Overview of Feedback from Draft Roadmap 

• General agreement on interoperability 
requirements set forth in the draft, even if some 
disagreement about details 
– Recommendations to restructure the document 

– Mixed feedback on governance approach 

– Confusion about some privacy and security concepts, particularly 
related to permission/choice 

– Desire for more clarity/detail on standards direction 

– Call for unique health identifier 
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Principle-based Interoperability 
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Overarching Goals 

2015-2017: Send, receive, find and use priority data domains 
to improve health care quality and outcomes. 
 
2018-2020: Expand data sources and users in the 
interoperable health IT ecosystem to improve health and 
lower cost. 
 
2021-2024: Achieve nationwide interoperability to enable a 
learning health system, with the person at the center of a 
system that can continuously improve care, public health, and 
science through real-time data access. 
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Structure of the Final Roadmap 
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How the Roadmap’s Organized  

Milestones 

A1.1 Milestone Text 

Calls to Action 

Commitments 

A1.2 Milestone Text 

Calls to Action 

Commitments 

A1.3 Milestone Text 

Calls to Action 

Commitments 



Consolidated Section Tables 
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Drivers 

• A. A Supportive Payment and Regulatory 
 Environment  
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Policy and Technical Components (1) 

• B.  Shared Decision-Making, Rules of Engagement and Accountability 

• C.  Ubiquitous, Secure Network Infrastructure 

• D.  Verifiable Identity and Authentication of All Participants 

• E.  Consistent Representation of Authorization to Access Electronic Health 
Information 

• F.  Consistent Understanding and Technical Representation of Permission to Collect, 
Share and Use Identifiable Electronic Health Information  
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Policy and Technical Components (2) 

• G.  An Industry-wide Testing and Certification Infrastructure 

• H.  Consistent Data Semantics 

• I.   Consistent Data Formats 

• J.   Secure, Standard Services 

• K.  Consistent, Secure Transport Techniques 

• L.  Accurate Individual Data Matching 

• M.  Health Care Directories and Resource Location 
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Outcomes 

• N.  Individuals Have Access to Longitudinal Electronic Health 
 Information, Can Contribute to that Information, and Can  Direct 
 It to Any Electronic Location  

• O.  Provider Workflows and Practices Include Consistent Sharing 
 and Use of Patient Information from All Available and Relevant 
 Sources 

• P.   Tracking Progress and Measuring Success 
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Stay Connected, Communicate, and  Collaborate 

• Browse the ONC website at:  HealthIT.gov 
            click the “Like” button to add us to your network  
 

•  Signup for email updates:  public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSONC/subscriber/new?

 

•  Visit the Health IT Dashboard: dashboard.healthit.gov 
 

•  Request a speaker at: healthit.gov/requestspeaker  
 

•  Subscribe, watch, and share: 
   @ONC_HealthIT 
 
  HHSONC 

 
 HHS Office of the National Coordinator 

 
  Health IT and Electronic Health Record 

• Contact us at: onc.request@hhs.gov 

 
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology  

The Star and Swoosh, Putting the I in Health IT, the Putting the I in Health IT composite logo, HealthIT.gov, the HealthIT.gov composition logo,                    
HealthITBuzz, and the HealthITBuzz composite logo are service marks or registered service marks of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

    

           

  

http://www.healthit.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSONC/subscriber/new?
http://dashboard.healthit.gov/
http://www.healthit.gov/requestspeaker
mailto:onc.request@hhs.gov
https://twitter.com/ONC_HealthIT
http://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://plus.google.com/115897569896631074599/about
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Health-IT-Electronic-Health-Records-3993178?home=&gid=3993178&trk=anet_ug_hm
http://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
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