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Introduction to NCVHS
and our recent
Population Health Work



The National Committee on Vital
and Health Statistics

One of the oldest statutory public federal advisory body to
the HHS Secretary

Focuses on health data and statistics, standards,
and health information policy

Provides advice and assistance to various HHS groups and
agencies (HHS Data Council, CMS, CDC, HRSA, AHRQ,
others)

Serves as a forum for interaction with private and public
sector groups on a variety of health data and information
Issues



NCVHS Domains

Focus

Standards

Standards, code sets, identifiers, operating
rules for HIPAA transactions, as required
under HIPAA, MMA, and ACA

Data Access and Use

Principles, best practices, guidelines, gaps
on the availability, accessibility, use, utility,
usability, and usefulness of HHS data
resources

Population Health

Population-based data and data about
specific vulnerable groups

Privacy, Confidentiality
and Security

Emerging issues related to health
information privacy, confidentiality and
security and data stewardship




Shaping a Health Statistics Vision for the
' 215t Century (2002)
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Impetus for Focus on Community Health Data

Community: an interdependent group of people who share a set
of characteristics and are joined over time by a sense that what
happens to one member affects many or all of the others
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How communities can become learning systems for
health and what resources exist and are
needed to help them?



Health is a Community Affair

“Getting data into the hands of communities
and ensuring they have tools and capacities to
use them could move the nation toward
realizing the public benefits of the informatics
revolution.”

The Community as a Learning System for Health,
NCVHS, December 2011, p. 7
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NCVHS Roundtable on Supporting

Community Data Engagement,
October 2014

Purpose: To bring together community leaders,
health data connectors, and health data
suppliers

e to identify major lessons, needs and gaps in
local data access and use, and

e to explore how HHS can better support local
data efforts.
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Letter to the Secretary: an excerpt

The most striking Roundtable theme concerned the
expanding drive for health equity within communities
and its implications for data access and use.

Drilling down to population and neighborhood “hot spots”
requires data at a much finer level of granularity than are
now available; and even if data sources are available,
they may be difficult to locate and costs and use
restrictions may apply, limiting their utility for community
measurement.



Letter to the Secretary: Recommendations

Create a virtual Federal “home” for community-facing data
work; establish an interagency Community Health Data
Coordinating Committee

Develop and publish an HHS Strategic Community Health
Data Plan

Expand opportunities for ongoing input into relevant Federal
health data policy from knowledgeable community
representatives.

Expand high-level collaboration and coordination with other
Federal departments that operate or fund community-level
data and data-relevant programs.

Develop resources to help communities find, select, and use
appropriate data tools
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